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command of the Gulf. The mutineers and their allies, the Huwala and
'Omani Arabs, raided Basidu and then attacked Bahrain, where they
besieged the garrison, and their control of the sea was such that provisions
for the troops at Julfar had for a time to be sent in English vessels.
The Arabs, however, were never able to agree for long among them-
selves, and a feud which broke out between two factions towards the
close of 1738 enabled the Persians to recover three ships, a brigantine, a
couple of " grabs " and several trankeys. At the end of January, 1739,
a naval action took place in the course of which the Arab admiral was
blown up ; the mutineers and rebels thereupon became dispirited and
broke off the engagement.1
In March the Beglarbegi arrived at Gombroon " with positive orders
to level Muscatt to the ground,"2 but the outbreak of a revolt in the Kuhgilu
province called him away before he could take any action in 'Oman.
After Taqi Khan had subdued the Kuhgilu rebels, he received, in October
or early in November, the orders to proceed to Sind which Nadir had
dispatched when delayed at the Chenab.8
Having obtained the loan of a large Dutch vessel and purchased stores
from the English, Taqi Khan left Gombroon on the 3rd December for
Sind by land via Makran, at the head of 2,000 cavalry. The fleet, which
had taken on board several thousand Persian troops, sailed the same day.4
A rendezvous was made at Gwadar, whence Taqi Khan marched inland
to Kesh, where, some time in February, 1740, he was heavily defeated
by the Baluch tribes of Makran, led by Malik Dinar.8 Provisions ran
short both on shore and in the fleet, with the result that many men died
of starvation. On the £th/ i6th April, Taqi Khan returned to Gombroon
from his disastrous expedition " wherein the greatest want of Conduct
imaginable has appeared."6 Two days later, the Admiral, Mir 'AH
Khan, arrived, looking " greatly dejected " ; he reported many deaths
owing to lack of water and food. Towards the end of April, Taqi Khan
received a curt summons from Nadir to proceed to Nadirabad, where he
was shortly to arrive. By the i st/12th May the whole fleet had assembled
again at Gombroon, but it was reported to be " unfit for any Enterprise,"
and fears were even entertained of an attack by the Arabs.7
As for Taqi Khan, he was, on arrival at the court, severely reprimanded
and deprived for some time of his post.
The history of the second 'Oman campaign and subsequent operations
in the Persian Gulf will be given in Chapter XXI.
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